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S E M 

They who reach Parnaffus’ lofty crown. 

Employ their pains to fpurn feme others down; 

And while felf-lovc each jealous writer rules, 

Contending wits become the lport of fools. Pope. 

It may be thought that Ulyfles here is too oftentatious, and 
that he dwells more than modefty allows upon his own accom- 
plifhments ; butyv//-praife is fometimes no fault. Broome. 

No wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch a lituation, is provoked 
beyond the regards of religion or y*//~-convidion. Sivift. 

Se'lfhe al. n.f [brunella, Latin.] A plant. The fame with 
Sanicle, which fee. 

Selfish, adj. [from Jelf 1 Attentive only to one’s own inte¬ 
reft ; void of regard for others. 

What could the moft affmngjelffo man defire more, were 
he to form the notion of a being to whom he would recom¬ 
mend himfelf, than fuch a knowledge as can difeover the lead: 
appearance of perfedion, and fuch a goodnefs as will propor¬ 
tion a reward to it ? Addifon's Spectator. 

Padions, though felffh, if their means be fair. 

Lid: under reafon, and deferve her care; 

I hofe that imparted court a nobler aim. 

Exalt their kind, and take fome virtue’s name. Pope. 

Se'lfishness. ?i.f. [from felfijh. J Attention to his own in¬ 
tereft, without any regard to others ; felf-love. 

1 his fublimer love, being, by an intimate conjundion with 
its objed, throughly refined from all bafe drofs of feljjfmefs 
and intereft, nobly begets a perfedt fubmidion of our wills to 
the will of God. Boyle's Seraphick Love. 

Se'lfishly. adv. [from felfjh. ] With regard only to his own- 
intereft; without love of others. 

He can your merit felfjhly approve, 

And {hew the fenfe of it without the love. Pope . 

Se'lfsame. adj. [felf and Janie.] Numerically the fame. 

I have no great caufe to look for other than the felf-fame 
portion and lot, which your manner hath been hitherto today 
on them that concur not in opinion with you. Hooker, Bref. 

Flight purfu’d one way the felf-fame hour. Milton . 

I have been bafe, 

Bafe ev’n to him from whom I did receive 
All that a fon could to a parent give: 

Behold me punifli’d in the Jelf-Jame kind ; 

Th’ ungrateful does a more ungrateful find. . Dryden . 

Se'lion. n.f [felio , low Latin.] A ridge of land. Ainfw. 

Sell, pronoun, [for felf] Sell is retained in Scotland for felf, 
and fells in the plural for felves. 

They turn round like grindle-ftones. 

Which they dig out fro’ the dells. 

For their bairns bread, wives and fells. Ben. jfohnfon. 

Sell, n.f [felle, French; fella, Latin.] A faddle. 

Turning to that place, in which 
He left his lofty fteed with golden fells, 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not there. F. Qu. 

To SELL. v. a. [yyllan, Saxon; fela , Iflandick.] To give 
for a price; the word correlative to buy; to vend. 

The Midianites fold him unto Egypt, unto Potiphar. Gen. 
Let us fell him to the Ifhmaelites. Gen. xxxvii. 27. 

The firft tenth part I gave to the fons of Aaron, and another 
I fold away. Fob. i. 7. 

All the inns and publick houfes are obliged to furnifh them- 
felves with corn, which is fold out at a much dearer rate than 
his bought up. Addifon on Italy. 

You have made an order that ale fliould be Jold for three 
half-pence a quart. Swift. 

To Sell. v. n. To have commerce or traffick with one. 

I will buy with you, fell with you; but I will not eat with 
you. Shahefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Confult not with a buyer of felling. Eccluj'. xxxvii. 11. 

Se'llander. n.f. A dry fcab in a horfe’s hough or paf- 
tern. Ainfwortb. 

Se'ller. n.f. [from fell.] The perfon that fells; vender. 

To things of fale a feller's praife belongs. Shakefpeare. 
The name of the agent, of the feller, notary, and wit- 
neffes, are in both inftruments. Addifon on Italy. 

Se'lvage. n.f. [Of this word I know not the etymology. 
Skinner thinks felvage is faid as falvage , from its faving the 
cloath.J The edge of cloath where it is clofed by compli¬ 
cating the threads. 

Make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from 
the felvage in the coupling. Ex. xxvi. 4. 

Selves. The plural of felf. 

Confcioufnefs being interrupted, and we lofing fight of 
our paft felves , doubts are raifed whether we are the fame. Locke . 

SE'MBLABLE. adj. [femblable, French.] Like; refembling. 

Then be abhorr’d 

All feafts, focieties, and throngs of men ! 

His Jernblable , yea himfelf, Timon difdains. Shakefpeare. 
With femblable reafon we might exped a regularity in the 
winds; Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 

Se ; mblably. adv. [from femblable.'] With refemblance. 

A gallant knight he was, his name was Blunt; 

Semblably furnilh’d like the king himfelf. Shakefp. H. IV. 


SEM 

Sf/mb LANCE, n.f. [femblance, Fr. from femblant. ] 

1. Likenefs; refemblance; fimilitude; reprefentation. 

Solicit Henry with her wond’rcus praife ; 

Bethink thee on her virtues, that furmount 
Her natural graces, that extinguilh art: 

Repeat their femblance often. Shakefpeare. 

-She’s but the fign and femblance of her honour : 

Behold how like a maid (he blufhes here 1 
O, what authority and Ihew of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelf withal! Shakefpeare 

He with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais’d 
1 heir fainting courage, and dil’pell’d their fears. Milton- 
T his laft effort brought forth the opinion, that thefe bodies 
are not what they feem to be; that they are no fhells, but 
mere fportings of active nature, and only femblances or imita¬ 
tions of fhells. _ PVcodward. 

It is not his meaning that we put on the outward face and 
femblance of virtue, only to conceal and difguife our vice. Ro*. 

2. Appearance ; fhow; figure. 

Be you the foldier; for you likeft are. 

For manly femblance and for flcill in war. Spen r er. 

Their femblance kind, and mild their geftures were, 
Peace in their hands, and friendfhip in their face. Fairfax. 

All that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance , and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray. 

United I beheld. Milt. Par. Lof. 

SE'MBLANT. adj. [femblant, French.] Like; refembling; 
having the appearance of anything. Little ufed. 

In defpite of age, of impious flame. 

And eating time, thy picture, like thy fame. 

Entire may laft ; that as their eyes furvey 
The J'emblant fhade, men yet unborn may fay, 

Thus great, thus gracious look’d Britannia’s queen; 

Her brow thus fmooth, her look was thusferene. Prior. 
Se'mblant. n.f. Show; figure; refemblance; reprefenta- 
tion. Not in ufe. 

Her purpofe was not fuch as fhe did feign, 

Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feen ; 

But under fimple fhew, and femblant plain. 

Lurks falfe Dueffa, fecretly unfeen. Fairy Queen. 

Full lively is the femblant , tho’ the fubftance dead. Spenf. 
Se'mblative. adj. [from femblant.] Suitable; accommodate; 
fit; refembling. 

Diana’s lip 

Is not more fmooth and ruby; tby fmall pipe 
Is as the maiden’s organ, fhrill and found; 

And all is femblative a woman’s part. Shah. "Twelfth Night. 
To Se'mble. v. n. [fembler, French.] Toreprefent; to make 
a likenefs. Little ufed. 

Let Europe, fav’d, the column high ered, 

Than Trajan’s higher, or than Antonine’s, 

Where fembling art may carve the fair effed, 

And full atchievement of thy great defigns. Prior. 

SEMI. n.f. [Latin.] A word which, ufed in compofition, 
fignifies half: as femicircle, half a circle. 

Se'miannular. adj. [femi and annulus, a ring.] Half round. 
Another boar tulk, fomewhat {tenderer, and of a femian- 
nular figure. Grew's Mufcsum. 

Se'mibref. n.f. [femihreve, French ] 

Semibref is a note in mufick relating to time, and is the laft 
in augmentation. It is commonly called the mafter-note, or 
meafure-note, or time-note, as being of a certain determinate 
meafure or length of time by itfelf; and all the other notes of 
augmentation and diminution are adjufted to its value. Hants. 
He takes my hand, and as a ftill which ftays 
A femibref, ’twixt each drop, he niggardly. 

As loth to enrich me, fo tells many a lye. Donne. 

Semicircle, n f. [ femicircuius, Lat. femi and circle.] A halt 
round; part of a circle divided by the diameter. 

Black brows 

Become fome women beft, fo they be in a fettiicircle. 

Or a half-moon, made with a pen. Shakefpeare . 

Has he given the lye 
In circle, or oblique, or J'emicircle. 

Or dired parallel ? Shakefpeme ^ 

The chains that held my left leg gave me the liberty or 
walking backwards and forwards in a fend circle. bivijt. 

Semici rcled. \ a dj. [ femi and circular.] Half round. 
Semiclrcul-ar. 3 J LJ 

The firm fixure of thy foot would give an excellent mo¬ 
tion to thy gait, in a femi circled farthingale. Shakefpeau. 

The rainbow is caufed by the rays of the fun falling upon a 
rorid and oppofite cloud, whereof fome refleded, others 
fraded, beget the fcmicircular variety we call the rainbow. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

The Teas are inclofed between the two fcmicircular rno.es 
that furround it. Addijon on Italy. 

Semico'lon. n f [femi and y.uXov.] Half a colon ; a p° m 
made thus [;] to note a greater paufe than that of a comma. 

Semidia'meter. 
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SsMirn a'ivieTER. n.f. [femi and diameter] Half the line 
which, drawn through the centre of a circle, divides it into 
two equal parts ; a {freight line drawn from the circumference 
to the center of a circle. 

Their difference is as little confiderable-as a femidiameier of 
the earth in two meafures of the higheft heaven, the one 
taken from the furface of the earth, the other from its centre: 
the di/proportion is juft nothing. Mere. 

The force of this inftrument confifts in the difproportion 
of diftance betwixt the femidiameter of the cylinder and the 
f mi diameter of the rundle with the fpokes. Wilkins. 

SeMUDIAPHANe'ity. n.f. [femi and diaphaneity.] Half 
tranfparencv; imperfed tranfparency. 

The tranfparency or femi diaphaneity of the fuperficial cor- 
pufcles of bigger bodies may have an intereft in the produc¬ 
tion of their colours. Boyle on ,olours. 

Se midi a'p ha no us. adj [femi and diaphanous.] Half tranf- 
parent; imperfectly tranfparent. 

Another plate, finely variegated with a femidia;hanous grey 
or iky, yellow and brown Woodward on Fofftls. 

SFmidoubl c .. n.f. [femi and double.] In the Roman bre¬ 
viary, fuch offices and feaft: as are celebrated wirn Ids lblem- 
nity than the double ones, but yet with more than the finale 
ones. Hailey. 

Semiflo sculous. adj. [femi and flfcuius , Latin.J H vm p- 
a femi floret. / bailey. 

Se MiFLORE jr. n.f [femi and floret, j Among flonfts, an 
half flourifh, v/hich is tubulous at the beginning like a floret, 
and afterwards expanded in the form of a tongue. Bailey. 
Semifluid, adj. [femi and ftuid.] Imperfedriy fluid. 

Phlegm, or petuite, is a fort of femijiuid , it being fo far 
folid that one part draws along feverai other parts adhering to 
it, which doth not happen in a perfedf fluid, and yet no part 
will draw the whole mafs, as happens in a perfedt folid Arb. 
SemiluTar. 7 adj. [femilunaire, Fr. femi and luna, Latin.] 
oEwiiLU nary. 3 Re/cmhling in form a half moon. 

The eyes are guarded with a femi lunar ridge Grew. 

Semimetal, n.f. [femi and metal.] Half metal; imperfeCf 

■ Smimetjs are metallick foffils, heavy, opake, of a bright 
glittering furrace, and not malleable under the hammer: fhch 
as quickfilver, antimony, cobalt, with the arfenicks, bifmuth, 
zink, with its ore calamine: to thefe may be added the femi- 
metallick recrements, fuch as tutty and pampholyx. Hill 
Semina iity. n.f. [from ftmen, Latin.] 
i. 1 he nature of feed. 

As though there were a femhality in urine, or that, like the 
feed, ,t earned with ,t the idea of every part, they fooliilily 
conceive we vihbly behold therein the anatomy of every par- 

’• ^ power of being produced. W ' ^ 

In the feeds of wheat there lieth obfeurely th tfemmlity of 

SfkiNAr ail r r ■ , r , , Brcw,, ’ s Vul e ar Srrmrs. 

, nJ AL : ad J‘ [fmimk French ; feminis, Latin.l 

1. belonging to feed. J 

2. Contained in the feed; radical. 

principles "of"a 6 ’ ^ Pr£fcnted US with tlwre 
fufpeaed ,hL PP f re S^muons, we fhould never have 

,ht P”” J “> ‘ comm 

: r,f is s« tp r. ts i tsz g 

flmng onr ^ manaSe 2 flC ^ and prelrve a 

iiefgmund'whe^ythi If fe f mriu ”} 

planted. ^ n S 1S ^ own t0 afterwards tranf- 

Soniv., at the firft tranfplantino- trees out nf fLn' r 
c ut them off ahnur on ■. i c ° , ees out meir femtnaries, 

like quickfet. mCh fr0m the plant them 

2 - I he place or orio-inol A i u Mortimer's Flusbandry. 

, rs. craasArsas ^ 

c ommon intep-umpnt ond 1 • , C0 P ot al C ferving for a 

that furnifheth forth matter forlUf'’ f emi . nar ' 1 or promptuary 
, “ n,mal and vegetable bodies. forma “on and increment of 
o- seminal ftate. Woodward. 

contrive^thenl ^ ( their l propcr^/' Cr ^ ate ^ the ear ‘ h ’ hath wireI y 
“amtain the intention^ wtee .^ 

4. °"ginal; firft principles. Bnunt, Vulgar Errours. 

m fl tter t0 be converted into 
b Sgars/ l00,le,: tha " fleams of nafty folks and 

5- breeding place* nlarp j • larvey on the Plavue 

are tranfplanted imo life. C<iuCatl0n ’ from "hence fcholars 

of 'he grea^eftmeif o'f thfworld m ? n , a ( [ ch - v > and ««efiminary 
. ihe inns of court muft be ,’ h .**'"“heathen. BacJ. 

m any Chriftian countrv, e Vt 01 mftituted femirtaries 

Swift, 
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SEMiNA^ricb’. n.f. ['from fe?mno, Latin.] The a£t cf 
Cowing. 

Semini'fical. I adj. [femen and facio, Latin ] BrodudHve of 

Semini'fick. S feed. 

We are made to believe, that in the fourteenth year mnle3 
are feminifical and pubefeent; but be that {hall inquire into 
the generality, will rather adhere unto Ariftotle. Brown. 

Seminifica'tion. n f. 

Seminif cation is the propagation from the feed or feminal 
parts. Hate's Origin of Mankind. 

Semiopa'cous. adj. [fetni and opacus, Latin.] Half dark. 

Semiof aeons bodies are fuch as, looked upon in an ordinary 
light, and not held betwixt it and the eye, are not went to be 
difcriminated from the reft of opacous bodies. Boyle. 

Sem pe'dal. adj. [ jemi and pedis, Latin.] Containing half a 
foot. 

SemiperspFcuous. adj. [femi and perfpicuus, Latin.] Half 
tranfparent; imperfedly dear. 

A kind of amethystine flint, not compofed of cryftals or 
grains; but one intire madly ftone, J'emiperfpicuous, and of a 
pale blue, almoft of the colour of lome cow’s horns. Grew. 

Semio rdinate. n.f. [In conick fedtions:] A line drawii 
at right angles to and biffeded by the axis, and reaching from 
one iide of the /edion to another; the half of which is pro¬ 
perly the femiordinate, but is now called the ordinate Harris . 

Semipellu'cid. adj. [femi and pellucidus^ Latin.] Half clear; 
imperfedly tranfparent. 

A ight grey jemipellucid flint, of much the fame complexion 
with <he common Indian agat. Woodward. 

Se'm!proof. n.J. [femi and proof] The proof of a finde 

c ^ : *dence. Bai f 

SfA'I-iqlja dr ate. \ n. f [In aftronomy.] An afped of the 

o ^iiqua'rtile. S planets when diftant from each other forty 
i e decrees, or one fign and a half. Bailey. 

Semiqua ver, n.j. [In rnuuck.] A note coiitainino - fialf the 
quantity of Te quaver. ° Bailey. 


Semiqj i s ti r n.j. [In aftronomy.] An afped of the pla- 

1)0 ei at the diftance of thirty-fix degrees from one an¬ 
other. n j 

Semise'xtile. nif. [In aftronomy.] A femiilxtb ; an afped of 
the planets when they are diitant from each other one twelfth 
part o< a circle, or thirty degrees. Bai ey. 

bmisphe'rioal adj. '[fer.d and fpherical.] Belonging to 
half a fphere. B % 

Semispl lro ioal. adj. [ femi and f heroidal.] Formed like a 
half fpheroid. 

Semi t e'rtian. n.f [femi and tertian.] An ague com¬ 
pounded of a tertian and a quotidian. Bailey. 

The natural produd of fuch a cold moift year are tertians 
femiteitians, and fon e quartans. Arbuthnot on Ah’ 

Semito ne. n f. [Jemiton, French.] In mufick, one of the 
degrees of concinuous intervals of concords. Bailev 

oEmivo wel n.f. [Jhni and vowel ] A confonant which 

makes an imperfed found, or does not demand a total oedu- 
iion of the mouth. 

When Homer would reprefent any agreeable obied' he 
makes ufe of the fmootheft vowels and moft flowing f m i- 
voweis. . Broome's Notes to the Ody fey. 

aTive ] V A E plaT ^ ^ a, " a P 

wi| l Plif out branches two or three 
>ears, but they wrap the root in- an oil cloth once in half a 
ycdi. • 

S ‘±es:t,£ ] 

r * Et ^ aI r in ( utuj %; ha ving beginning, but no end. 

/ \° fc ' thou S h ^ey fuppofe the world not to be eternal 
a parte ante, are not contented to fuppofe it to be fem- 
piternal, or eternal a parte poll, but wilUarry up the Crea¬ 
tion of die world to an immenfe antiquity. u a L 

2. In poetry it is ufed Amply for eternal! 

^Should we the long depending fcale afeend 
Uf fons and fathers, will it never end ? 
if twill, then muft we through the order run, 

I o fome one man whofe being ne’er begun; 

vyau ° ne man Was f emi / ttern “l, why 

SempitA e ’ NI TY Ce i B ndepe " dant ; v eve . r di =? . i frdmr,. 

tionkithout end. ^ f m B ermias ’ Futurudura- 

m.Tr fature ^ tc , rnit y> or fimpitermty of the world, beini? ad 
mitted, though the eternity a parte ante be denied therS mi 
bea future infinity for the Lanation of 

Se mstress. n. J [ reamer’ene Savnn T a Nile. 

bufinefs is to few, a wbman who liie/b. her needTe!" 

her fix; contain in a-fix, ’ to the num- 
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